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nations will come to get them; these are expected
every day. The number would be greater, if we
had more workmen fit for service. One of our
Fathers, who had been with the Outawats for 2 years
(Your Reverence will find his journey in the rela-
tion), arrived a short time ago to ask for assistance.
He was given a Father and a brother, with 4 men,
to establish a home, so that they can subsist among
those tribes, who lead a miserable existence, for
they have no game in their country. They live
entirely on fish, and sometimes pass 4 or 5 months
without other food than a species of moss that grows
on the rocks, and the bark of trees that has been
pounded. He will derive no benefit from the assist-
ance that has been given him. The Outawats, to
whom every kindness had been shown, would not
take any of his packages or any of his people in their
canoes. The brother, who had embarked in a canoe
belonging to some savages of another tribe, was
compelled to return after 2 Days’ absence. We are
very anxious about the Fathers, for one of them was
compelled to embark without any provisions, even
without altar-bread and without wine wherewith ‘to
say mass; while the other had only enough provi-
sions for 8 days, although the journey is one of 500
leagues. Truly may they be called the children
of Providence.

Next spring another attempt will be made to reach
the North sea notwithstanding the great difficulties
that have already been experienced.

Monsieur de Tracy sails in 3 days to return to
France. . . . The troops remain, and the King
again sends us, this year, 350 laboring men, and 60
girls, to populate the country. This is an expense



